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August 11.2009 OFFICE OF GFKERAL 
CCU.̂ SEL 

VIA U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 
Mr. JefFS. Joidaii 
Supervisoiy AttoniBy 
Fedenl Electian Commiaauo 

csireeii î w 
WaahfaiglDii, DC 22210 

1717 M A M S i m r 
S u n fooo 
DALLAS, TkxM 
TfMI 

«474M070 

2147474091 

waiWifrdOoas 

ddsK. Gober 

Re: MUR 6200 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

Battie Bora Pditicd Action Committee Cthe Committee"), througjh counsd, 

herdiy responds to the oamplamt filed by Citizens fat Respondbility and Etitics m 

Wadungton and Mdanie Sloan (odiectively'YItEW"). Una nuoter ariaea firom die 

$12,000 monelaiy gifts tiut Michad and Sharon Endgn each provided to Doug 

Hunpton. Cindy Hampton. Brandon Hampton, and Bldw Hanqiton on April 7.2008 

("die gifta**). Contraiy to the hearsay and odier mmiendo fbnning the baaea of 

CREW*a complamt, the gifta were not rdated to Cudy Hdnpton'a employment by 

the Committee, nor were they rdated to any expenae or ddx tfaat the Commitiee 

would have otherwise uicuned. Ihui. tfae Committee respectfdly uiges the Federd 

Election Commiadon Cthe Commiadon") to reject CREW's allegatians and diamias 

tins matter in its entuety. 

L PnOCBMJnALBACKCnMJND 

The Committee recdved the comphdnt designated as MUR 6200 on July 6, 

2009. and waa aubaequendy gmnted an extenaion to file a reaponae on or befbre 

August 11.2009. The Committee recdved a aupplement to the origind complautt on 

Jdy 24.2009. 
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EL FACTUAL BA( 

On April 7, 2008, Michad and Sharoo Ensign each made gifts to Doug 

Hdnplm, CSndy Hdqitoii. Kandon Hdnptont and Bbke Hunpton in die fonn of a 

check totalmg $96,000. BxHorr A. The gifts, nude out of conoem fbr die well-

beihg of kmg-tune family frienda, were puipoadully lunited to $12,000 each to 

comply widi die applicdile ttx bwa goveidng gifts. SfiB ExmBTTS B AND C' 

CREW haa chdienged Michad and Sharon Enaign'a httent in maUng theae gifia, 

however, by summarily aÛ gfâ  th^ were motivated by Cudy Hanipton'a previous 

employment by die Comnuttee. CREW's allegation is witfaout merit and unsupported 

by any credible evidence. Nonedidess, should die Commiaaion queation the ataled 

intem of Michad and Sharon Enaign'a gifta, then the fbllowing facta may be relevant 

to the Commiaaion'a analyaia: 

• Midiad and Sharon Endgn are tfae parents of Senator Jdm Endgn. 

• Cindy Hampton had been a dose persond firiend of Senator Ensign and his wifb 
for more than 20 years, and tiie Ensign and Hampton families faad a close persond 
fiiendship during thtt tune. Senator Ensign and his wife are the godpsrents fbr 
the Hampton children. 

• In 2004, Doug and Gndy Hampton moved to Las Vegas, Nevsda. Shortiy 
timedker, Cfady Hampton began woritiqg as die Assistam Treasurer fbr Endgn 
fbr Senale and Battle Bom Pditicd Action Comndtlee. She became the 
Treasurer for Ensign for Senate oo Januaiy 31,2007, and tfae Tireasurer for Battle 
Born PoUticd Action Conudttee on Febniaiy 12,2006. 

• in November 2006. Dong Hampton began working for Senator Enaign'a officid 
office. 

• In addition to woilting togetiier, tfae Ensign and Hampton fimtilies spent much of 
dieir persond time togetiier. lhis persond time induded weekly Sunday meds 
snd vBcatinmng togetiier. 

' Swom origtaali dBdiiblli B, C, and O win be ttminAied 

MimSMRBSraiUaPBAmBBOBNPOUllCAL ACTION OOlMMlinB PAGilflr? 



FISH se RICHARDSON P.C. 

MriAP.PUi 

o 
0 
00 
rM 
oo 
r»j 

O 
0 
HI 

ATLANTA 

AUSTIN 

BOSTON 

DALLAS 

DBLAWABB 

HOUSTON 

MUNICH 

NBW TOBB 

SAN DIBOO 

SILICON VALLBT 

TWIH CITIBI 

rASHINOTON. DC 

Due to the persond rdarimiship between dieir flunilies, as wdl as die Hdnptons' 
flnsndd difficulties, die Bnrigyis had provided die Hamptons with morB tlian 
$130̂ 000 in financid asrisnmce prior to the aflEair between Senator Enaign and 
Cindy Hdnpum. Spedficdly: 

1. On or about November 28, 2004, Senator and Darlene Ensign gave Dong 
Hdnpton a SISJOOO unsecured loan tint was eventually repaid widiout 
mteresL ExmBrrD. The loan was provided to tfae Hdnplons so diey codd 
refinance didr home. 

2. On or dxmt April 20̂  7006, Senator and Dailene Ensign pdd $600 fbr 
education expenses fiv die Hdiipion children. ExHDirE. 

3. On or about Jdy 11,2006, Sendnr and Darlene Ensign gave Doug Hampton a 
$25,000 unsecured loan thd was never repdd. BXHraiT F. The loan was 
provUed to tfae Hdnplons so diey codd refinance tfaeir honie. 

4. On or dxmt September 3,2006, Senator and Dariene Ensign paid $15,170 fior 
private schodtuftion fiv the Hsmptonchikfaen. EXHIBITSGANDE. 

5. Michad and Sfaaron Ensign pdd fior the entire Hdnpton family to vacstion fai 
Hawaii firom Deceniber 26. 2006. to Januaiy 2. 2007. wfaich induded tfaeir 
flighta on a private Gnlftlream 4^ jet, a rentd home widi its own private 9-
faole golf course, fiiod, and recreationd activities. EXHDITS H, I, J, AND K. 
Hie totd cost of tfae vscation timt codd be allocated to the Hamptons was d 
least $30 

6. On or about January 29, 2007, Senator and Darlene Ensign paid $4,500 fiv 
oounading fiv one of the Hampton children. EXHIBITI* 

7. On or dxmt Jdy 17, 2007, Senator and Darlene Enaign paid $23S10 fiv 
private scfaod tuition fiv tiw Ibmplonchikhen. EXHIBITS M AND N. 

8. Although the exact date is udmown, but prior to the affdr, Senator and 
Dariene Ensign gave Doug and/br CSndy Hampton a $20,000 unaecured loan 
tiutt waa eventually fivgiven varindly by tiie Endgna. 

9. On or about Fdvuary 4, 2006, Senator and Darlene Ensign paid $550 fbr 
hooka and private acfaool activities fior tiie Hampton children. EXHDITB. 

After Senator Endgn told his parents dxnit tiie sffiur, Michad and Sharon Ensign 
decided to make gifts to die Hampton fiunily, who had been fimuly fiienda for 
mare than 20 yeara. 

MidMd and Sharon Enaign wanted to beatow gifka totality approxunatdy 
$100,000; however, the totd amoum waa reduced to $96,000 ao die gifta could be 

MURC2SS: or BATIUBOBI PouncAL AciioN Coaoumi PAGxaor? 
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brdGen down fano sunple $12JOOO increments to comply with spplicdile gift tax 
laws. 

" Senator Ensign did nM request thst either liifidisd and/br Sharon Ensign nsate 
gifts to the Hdnptons. nor was tfaere any discussion witfa Midud and/br Sharon 
Ensign tiutt diese gifts wodd function, eidier m fbnn or subsunce, as a seversnoe 
payment to Gndy or Doug Hampton. 

• lh April 2008, Miduttl Ensign mstniciBd his Chief Î umdd Officer 
to nudm die gifts, totdfflg $96,000̂  to Doug, Gudy, Brsndon, and Bhike H ^ ^ 
from the Ensign 1993 Trust Micfaad and Sharon Endgn are the sole trustees of 
tfae Ensign 1993 Trust 

• Accoidiiig to tfae cro, MiduKlEoaigndui not provide furtfaer exphuution fbr tfae 
gifts, odier tium tfaey were gifta. 

• The cro inaintBhied a record of die gifts hi a file detailhî  all gifts nude firom tfae 
Ensign 1993 Tmst The gifts were dso recorded m a ledger detaUhv dl gifts 
made from die Ensign 1993 Trast Accordhig to the CTO, there was ''notfaing out 
of die orduury" diout Michad Ensign's request, and it is ^pkd fbr Midwd 
Ensign to requeat pqiments m $12,000 inGrementa wfaen he ia mddng a gift The 
cro was not aware of the affdr between Senator Ensign and Cudy Hampton 
until June 2009. 

• The cro prepared and signed die check, wfaidi was dated April 7,2008. 

in. LreALANALYSB 

Simply stated, this matter bdls down to a private, persomti iaaue between tlie 

Enaigna and Hamptons tfaat does not implicate tfae Federd Election Campaign Act of 

1971, as ainended ("d» Ad^. Tfais conchiaion ia corroborated by the demonatrated 

pattern of generodty and finandd assistsnoe provkled by die Ensign fiunily to die 

Hamptons, aa wdl aa awom affidavita confirming Michad and Sharon Enaign'a 

underiying mtent m makmg die gifta. SBBBXHiBrrsB,C,ANDO. In contraat, CREW 

allegea tlie gifts conatitnled "a aeverance payment fiv tiie loaa of her podtionB aa 

treasurer of both Ensign for Senate and die Battle Bom Politicd Action Committee" 

baaed upon tfae fbllowing '̂ evidence": (1) the drcumatantid UcX that the gifts were 

made in April 2006 and Cindy Hdnpton left her podtion as Treasurer in May 2006; 

MIJRil80sSBrQMSBorBATiuBoBNPouiicM.AcnoifCoiaarnB PAGE40P7 
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(2) a newspaper quote fhmi an anonymous source; and (3) a misleading loonection" 

by die Wadungton Post 

Contrsry to CREWs allegations, the praxhnd tinting of die gifts and Gndy 

Hdnpton's departure as treasurer for the Gonmtiaee is pnrdydrcumstantid. Indeed, 

CREWs suggestion tiutt die gifts were seversnce to CSndy Hdnpton is bdied by die 

fact thd die amount of tiie gifta would equd almost imo Jktt yean qf dady 

Hoaifioa'M tahaŷ -m excesdvdy dispropottionaie amoum tiutt is not indicative of a 

seversnoe package. FbrdiennorB, the gifts to the Hdnptons are entirdy consistent 

with the Ensigns* paat pattern of generodty-Hdl of which occurred while Cudy 

Hampton aerved aa Treaaurer to tfae Committee. Michad and Sharon Enaign'a gifta 

were no more rdated to the Committee's operations tfaan were the Hamptons* Hawaii 

vacatioo, tfae children'a private achool mition, or tfae unrecovered kians to refuumce 

the Hamptons* house. 

CREW also relies upon a second piece of 'levidenoe" to support their 

allegations—an anonymous statemem pruned in die New York Thnes on June 23, 

2009. The statrment reada: "A person doae to Mr. Enaign'a fiunily, who spoke only 

on condition of anonymity, said tfae senator had confessed die affair to hia wife many 

mondis ago and, upon reconciling widi her and attradfaig counsding, dismissed Ms. 

Hampton fiom his politicd team widi a aeverance tiutt he pdd fkom his own podoet" 

The statement is cleariy inacnmite, as die payment came from Michad and Sharon 

Ensign, not Senator Ensign. Fbrdiennorê  thu denumstraUy maccurate hearsay ia 

directiy contradicted by tiie ody credible evidence befive the Cominission—tfae 

awom alfidavita of Michad Enaign, Sfaaron Enaign, and Senator Endgn. Wfaile the 

MURCMO; or BATIU Bom PouncAL ACTION OoaoaniB PAOi5or7 
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Commission is not govemed by the Federd Rdes of Civil Pmcedure, it shodd not 

ignore the underiyhig rationale fbr tiie hearsay ides. 

Fhnlly, fai a supplement to dw origfaud coinphunt, CREW attempts to bolster 

their allegations with a Washu^^ Post conection stating: "Abo, his affice ssys tfad 

the alleged $2S,000-phu sevenmce payment to the Hamptons that some critics had 

questioned is part of die generous $96,000 gift Ensign's parents decided to give die 

Hdnpuna." As expiafawd bdow, the correction misquotes one of Senattv Ensign's 

representatives. 

FoUowing Fsd Coggms' statement on bdudf of Senator Ensign on Jdy 9, 

2009. attadied hereto aa Exhibit P, die Waddngton Post faMorrectiy fauinuaied tiutt 

Senator Enaign made a $25,000 aeverance paymem to Gndy Hdnpton in addition to 

die gifts by Micfaad and Shsron Ensign.' SSE BxHiBrr Q. After die article was 

publiahed with fiilae infiormation. Senator Enaign'a oommudcationa director. Tory 

Mazzola. contacted tfae reporter to explain tfad there had only been one paymem to 

tfae Hamptona, totalmg $96,000, and any repoits of a sepsrate $25,000 paymem were 

inaccurate. The Waafaington Post then printed die dted correction, which 

fflisdisrscteiiKd Mr. Mazzola's commimication. The correction proves notfamg 

other than the fact tiiat the news media mdoes idslskes, even when tfaey are tiying to 

correct thdr misttkes. 

' "la SKI, Sea. John Barigp'i Mxaal alMr ddl fbn« cnqmlp andfo 
hii fbnner cUef of Mair - aad aewi lau weak dut ds Ndrada Repdilicaa*i pareaii nagaantanoady 
gave the HanploBi $96j000 *OBI of coBOcn* for die ooiî e and didr Uda sow looki • bcncr lict 
to get ua dmmgh d» uaditfoad ammDer nam daUroBH... Ttae*a idll die maner of an aHegd 
sevcnaiee p̂ fniBBt ID CyolUa HamplDD Badgp dtt leait $23,000̂  
ai leqataad by law. lo die Fedend Etocdoa Cammliilnn." Al Kaawn, The Smate's Got Tdsift aid 
TIkOT SbMf. Waririaî  Pbit, Jdy 13.2009. 

PAfiidarT 



FISH SC RICHARDSON P.C. 

IMddiRFUi 

CO 
00 
rsj 
00 
r j 

0 
0 

lttf9'«fP 

ATUHTA 

AUSTIN 

BOSTON 

DALLAI 

DBLAWABB 

HOUSTON 

MUHICR 

NBW TOBB 

SAN DIBOO 

SIUCON VALLBT 

TWIN CITIBS 

rAIRINOTOH. DC 

IV. 

The comphdnt, hi and of itsdf, does not prodde a logdly or fintudly 

sufiBdem basis far die Commission to mdn a 'Tteason to Bdieve Ffaxfing" that die 

Conudttee violated die Act. FbrthensKue, tfae evidence shows that die $12,000 

monetary ĝ ts tiutt Michad and Sharon Ensign each prodded to Doug Hampion, 

Cindly Hampton, Brandon Hanqiton, and Blake Hdnpton were not rdated to Cindy 

Hampion'a previoua emptoyment by tfae Committee, nor were tfaey rdated to any 

expense or debt tfad tfae Committee would faave otherwise incurred. Fbr this reason, 

tfae Committee respectfidly urges die Commission to reject CREW's altegations and 

diamiaa thia matter in ita entirety. 

Tfaank you fiv your conaideration of thia request, and pleaae do not heaitate to 

contact me d (?14) 747-5070 if you have any queationa. 

Sincerdy, 

ChriaK. Gober 
Counad to Battie Bom PAC 

Mimiaaa! RsBRiaiopBATiuBonNPoiinGAL ACTION CoaainTiB PAi»7ar7 
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Qlbe tVagliiiuitint fisgt 
The Senate's Got Talent, and Then Some 
QyAII 
Mandiy.JBiy 13.2009 

And now, additiaud proof tiutt time is more to Ufii tium bdng a senstor snd respondbig like Pavlov's 
dog to die bnznr sununodng tewndlns fbr floor votes. 

00 Tdtediere6edftaiikBiserteNMwBdWadriu8lonfivSen.iMii4Md̂  
CO sndsrdentsnivoilarofnNdiedrasBSRh.ThaflBidiallBerfbslD̂  
00 pioinliiBttinBcBcd-euuunud̂ y guests sudi as ftumerWsiiondlhsdtulB^ 
^ and ibmMrNdiend Casoer laatittaadfaeetor/idhnir IWI 
00 

^ SIpecier told die gaduring he knew wfaen be voted fiwdwsdnndusbiU-widi die $10 fail 
^ feruMdicdiaaearBh-ttebBWBajnnqdngairapoAldeddif^duthewDddbeteiradaaabigapa^ 
2. and wodd fhoe a strong Repdilican pifanarycfadiBig& (Of oouiiê  ft kM^ 
^ toî DenMiGiadedHdlengei) 
HI 

But Speetar, and many diere who supported die finding boosU long sgo oondnded tiutt sueh Investments 
ia resesreb would pay faig dividends down die road Thd wood be researeh pardcufaaiy Ibr diab^ 
heertdaeasa and other maladies diat drive up Medicaw aid Medicaid costs as die pppdatioui 
Speetar̂  onadnie GOP colleague, flumaraanalor TlHfSMiv, daiwad iqi a bft fade. Se^ 
tendng to a nuaqdtô aleher did wBuA woridng vcqr well, he stsited takfaig il apart; 
ignoring faiawlfiB^oonoernstiwt faa might hannhfanaelforotiwis. He woriced on it and pitt it back 
together and--what do you know?--fae got It woridng again. Next: deadiigod tfae Internefa tubes. 

So lift after die Senato is fidl of advantores. 

The EnslgB FOss (Cont) 

Spesldng of life after your pĉ tiod career tadui FAfihiie Ensign had been briefly oveidiadowed by 
Gov. Mv-i &q/brif CM.C) and his tslqpsyê flmdad assN̂  
bs wife his Aignttfato gUfiiiml Bd hut week it Bwmsd buDk to d» fbrafiR̂  
In Set, Sea John Ensign's sexudafitewhfa fbrmer campdgn staflbrC>ftffcfa/ŷ ^ 
fbmwr chief of stafif-and news lad week dutt die Nevada RepublisanfS parents mav̂  
dw Hdnptons $96b000 \mt of conosro" ftv dto coiqiio and dwh Uds " now looks a flu* b 
us tfarougfa die traditiond sununer news doMnuns. 

However, even diough Ensign hfansdf ddmed Vxtordon* to describe ZXoivAbaqMUifs requests finr 
nioney, it is undesr wfaefeer anyone bl dai proaeculerid woiM ia actually takfaig a faard look d die 
gdnga-on. 

Everyonê s conduct fai the matter may raiae quesdooa, we were tdd, but it ia ffar firom dear whether Uiere 
ia suflRded bade to fatitiato a erunbid faivcadgation. Cnierŝ s still d» nuttier of an dieged sev 
paynwm to cyndda Hanvion by Bnsiign of d lesd $25,000. That paymem 

Vtp./#iiiiiiii>iii»AlHjhwpii«t itimiAMp.iiytilBiwil«illNrttel^^ 8^/2009 
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M also undssr if dm is going to be asy asdon by dto ffaasoBW Senato edrics conmdttoe. A potari^ 
Iny whnsssi Sen. 2bm OakvN (RiOkfakX is a ekisB fUend of Ensigpfb ^ 
Bd Gobom ssid hut wesk hs woidd "̂ sevcf" tosd^ bsAvs dw eoondtlse or hi oowt He noiri 
eonnsdedBnslgi*asaphyslBhM''-(3obnmlssndMlBtdekwandgynBcdeŝ -nndassn*flidŝ  
dsncoUi'snddwisfcweoiildiwtbeeoBqialledtotBStî beosusaofdoctofrprtlsntprtvilegBsri 
religious privUega. 

Tfaat aeama pretty oonehiaWe to us - after dl, if • guy cant trast fata OB-GYN, wfao can fae truat? Bm 
aonw lawyers dudt nddwr aaasrdon, dwugfa qdto crsadveb wodd stsnd up in court (ThevA Ihde 
cfaance at dtis pdtt dutt dw conudttee will faad Cobum fai to laadiy, whh or widwd sonw goofy ddm 

^ ofprivilege.) 

^ Even 80b Cobun̂  got otiwr options; peihsps better ones, we were advieed He codd fauide on out and 
gd a fanv degtoe red qddt, dwn oldm retroactive attoniay-cUed privilege--a reê ^ 
fimdddite barrier to eompellod issdnwiqf. Tb be lAsdutsly bdl̂ pioof. however, fa^ 
nuHiyEbslgn--dwyVhswetotrs(vdtoIbwi--snddwnrBbrondwfa»ndadŝ ^ 

^ SBA'aJadwenWddi 
O 
^ SinaUBuafaieaaAdndniatradonatBfibrs were faard d woric Tuesday aftamoon wfaen dwy noticed di^ 

Internet efmrnrntuHrmm hmA aktamA diaiwarifld^. H—I to It̂ am maA WJMS hmjipmtittĵ  W ^ —y 

faam auqpecfad tt could Iwm faad aonaddug to do wife IBB flu* llid ao ntany ̂ dwm were uafaî  

Then SBA oflBdahaertod a notice tiut evetyuuePsstreandng video capad̂  waa bdng dladdê  
afteiiwon because so snsny people were waafabig tbe ffanersL There wss'no cnufa" of dw entire sy^^ 
an SBA spokesman assured ua. 'All uimrtld fhiwdens coBtinued." gy Wednesdsy, it was unall 
businenBsusud. 

Moving OB 

Aa expected, tbe Wfahe Howe laat wedi annouiiGed tfae nomination of fenner IS-leim congreaamaB 
Jbmcff A. Ueeh (R-lowe) to ba cfaafanun of dw Nationd Ehdownwm fbr dw Hunwddea. And. aa we 
reported a coiqple mondw ago, PM Mep ,̂ fbnaer invealinad banker and nationd finanse cfaaliinan of 
dw Denoeralie Nadond GoBinriliaab to dw nondnae to be aanbaaaador to Gannany. Bm if a iwt al^ 
aumey, H they aay. Moipiqr, widte d GoMauB Sadu; faeaded dw Fhnkfbrt ofiRoe fim 1993 to 19̂  

Vtewr all eoiwrn^H t W hmm hmmn ^ M d mtM thh •Hialu 

roMi • Monunoiii 

fatlp-y/www.wnddngtonpoBtconi^iqp-4yn/bonient^ 8̂ /2009 
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